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Invitation to Worship

Lighting of The Christ Candle
Celebrant: We give thanks for the light of Christ,
shining in the lives of all God’s people.

With the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah,
we watch and wait for the coming of Christ
who will bring light and peace to all the world.

With John the Baptist, we cry out in the wilderness:
“Prepare, the way of the Lord!
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

Celebrant: With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we rejoice
for the Mighty One has done great things for us.
How holy is God’s name!

With Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
we tell the story of Jesus, the child of Bethlehem,
who came to save us and is coming again in glory.

With the choirs of angels we sing;
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to all people on earth!”

The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

All: May all the earth be filled with his glory.

Celebrant: Light has sprung up for the righteous,

All: And joyful gladness for those who are true- hearted.
Celebrant: Glory to God in the highest,

All: And peace to his people on earth.



Celebrant: Let us be grateful for the land on which we gather to worship
today and acknowledge it as the ancestral, unceded territory of our
neighbours the Algonquin- Anishinaabe.

All: In a spirit of reconciliation, may we always seek to respect the
history, spirituality, and culture of Indigenous Peoples and uphold our
continuing responsibility as treaty people.

Celebrant: Aimighty God,

People: to you all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

19a The Song of Zechariah Luke 1.68-79

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

All: he has come to his people and set them free.

Celebrant: He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

All: born of the house of his servant David.

Celebrant: Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would
save us from our enemies,

All: from the hands of all who hate us.

Celebrant: He promised to show mercy to our fathers

All: and to remember his holy covenant.

Celebrant: This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,

All: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Celebrant: free to worship him without fear,

All: holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
Celebrant: You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
All: for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

Celebrant: to give his people knowledge of salvation

All: by the forgiveness of their sins.

Celebrant: In the tender compassion of our God

All: the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

Celebrant: to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death,

All: and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Celebrant: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
All: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.




Celebrant: God of promise,

from ancient times you have sustained your people.
With Mary and Joseph,

teach us to treasure in our hearts the birth of Jesus,
and with shepherds and angels,

lead us to praise the holy Child of Bethlehem

in whose name we pray.

All: Amen

The Proclamation of The Word
Reader: A reading from Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied exultation;

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders,

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Great will be his authority,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God



Reader: Our Psalm is Psalm 96

Sing to the Lord a new song; *

All: sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

Reader: Sing to the Lord and bless his name; *

All: proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Reader: Declare his glory among the nations *

All: and his wonders among all peoples.

Reader: For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *

All: he is more to be feared than all gods.

Reader: As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *

All: but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

Reader: Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *

All: Oh, the power and the splendour of his sanctuary!

Reader: Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *

All: ascribe to the Lord honour and power.

Reader: Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name;

All: bring offerings and come into his courts.

Reader: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *

All: let the whole earth tremble before him.

Reader: Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! *

All: he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will
judge the peoples with equity.”

Reader: Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea
thunder and all that is in it; *

All: let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Reader: Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord
when he comes, *

All: when he comes to judge the earth.

Reader: He will judge the world with righteousness *

All: and the peoples with his truth.

Reader: We worship you, God of glory, in the beauty of holiness, and we
joyfully proclaim your just and righteous rule, established for all, through
your Son Jesus Christ the Lord.

Reader: A Reading From Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives
that are self- controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good
deeds.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God



Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
2:1-20

People: Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Celebrant: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for
see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, but Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

The Gospel of Christ.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily
(Isaiah 9:2-9; Psalm 96; Titus 2.11—14; Luke 2.1-20)

God-with-us, let us treasure these things in our hearts and ponder them, so
that your incarnation may heal us and our earth from the inside out. Amen.

Nothing like this happened before. The shepherds leave their flocks, wide-
eyed and dazzled, shocked by the light of Beings from another realm. In a
feed trough, in a barn, they see the baby they we’re told to find. The mother



and father, like the shepherds are poor nobodies, and the sweet new little
face they behold, is, as much then as now, a thing eye cannot fully see, nor
ears fully hear, nor touch fully feel. The one who is with them is beyond
them, and the One who is beyond them is, astonishingly, with them.
Nothing like this has happened before or after. We call it the Incarnation.
It’s a visceral, almost bloody term. It doesn’t mean that God dwelt inside a
fleshly shell, while remaining untouched and unchanged like a ghost in a
machine. It also doesn’t mean God temporarily appeared like a vision in
human form, later to return to immaterial form. We call it the incarnation,
and it means, just as John wrote, God “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
It means that the mystery we name God really became a human, while yet
remaining God, and to this day lives in eternity as Jesus. Right there, for
the shepherds to touch, for Mary to hold at her breast and feed, for Joseph
to rock, bleary-eyed, in the middle of the night—the baby is God! What
does this mean for us? What does it mean for this earth’s unfathomable
Creator, the universe’s unimaginable origin and foundation—God—to
become with-us as a frail human creature, still holding all things together in
his person?

It's all unfathomable. God in God’s own right is unfathomable! How much
more unfathomable is God'’s act of becoming a bundle of cells, then a baby
pushed out of Mary’s birth canal, all mucky and helpless, hungry and
fussy? Like the old carol says: “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the
incarnate deity!” God is already unfathomable as is. No one has ever seen
God. Point somewhere in the room right now and show me God. Reach out
with your soul and touch God. Can you? Use your best logic to prove God,
and is that logic anything close to the love and power and hope and near
presence you need God to be? God is already so beyond us just as God.
Some would even say unknowable. Some unapproachable. And here we
are now marvelling another Christmas at this utterly astonishing event in
the ancient past that continues to touch us in the present. The Incarnation.
The invisible Power and Act Who makes even this moment right now
present and real—God—becomes human. Nine months he gestates in
Mary’s young belly. Her kind husband adopts him. The baby becomes a
long-lost son from King David’s line.

And yet this adopted heir to Israel’s throne isn’t welcomed to the world by
Kings and nobles in a palace. He is born in a situation that would have your
average Canadian wondering if they should call Social Services. His
society’s least favourite people great him—the shepherds. Besides them,
lesser yet, only God’s good animals are gathered. Mary and Joseph’s
donkey. Maybe a goat or cow, surprised to find something more than hay in
their feeder, a little snuffy. Again, what does this mean for us? What does it
mean for all creation’s Origin and Ground, beyond time and space, beyond
the Big Bang, and beyond the last speck of dust in the universe, to become
with-us and for-us as a human creature?

What | want to urgently say this Christmas Eve is this: how we treat this
creation, and ourselves as creatures, is how we treat our Creator. How we



relate to this creation shows how we relate to God. And much of the time, if
we’re being real, we relate to ourselves, creation, and God in a state of
alienation or conflict.

The good news of God becoming incarnate as Jesus Christ is that, as
Jesus Christ he reconciles we lost creatures, led astray by powers against
God, and our own foolishness, to himself as God. To we who have gone
astray or lost sight of God, God comes and dwells among us. And he does
this not only for our sake, but for all creation and it’s every creature. If we
are to receive him, to be reconciled to our Creator, to end the alienation
and regain our sight of God, we must also be reconciled to the Creator’s
world, and ourselves as creatures.

Just look at the vision of salvation the Psalm gives. “Sing to the Lord, all the
whole earth!” “...he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved...”
“Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad, let the sea thunder and
all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.” “Then shall all
the trees of the wood shout for joy...”

God-for-us and God-with-us in the Christ Child is the Creator come to begin
the salvation of all creation! Even a thriving tree knows God it’s leafy,
needly way; the sea in its thunderous and fishy-way; the field in its grassy
and mucky way. Does our society and our way of life join creation in its love
and enjoyment of God?

This season is perfect for reflection on our relationship with creation and
what it says about our relationship with our Creator who is with us and for
us in the Christ-child. We’re all here, gathered in this beautiful building.
We’re among family and friends to eat and drink, to give gifts wrapped in
special paper. There’s snow on the ground. Lights and decorations up. The
days of the winter are just now beginning to lengthen again. God’s
incarnation makes this life on earth the place where the unfathomable and
unknowable and unapproachable God is with us, and for us, and one of us.
Love and re-discover your love for plants, for animals, for your food, for
your clothing, for your friends, for your family. Love and re-discover your
love for your body, for sleep, for music, for morning and evening light, for
the seasons. Love and rediscover your love for a well-built house, for fire,
for water, for wine and bread. The satisfaction of a job well done. The
peace of quiet. The thrill of movement and crowds and a last-minute rush.
Again, God'’s incarnation makes this life on earth the place where the
unfathomable and unknowable and unapproachable God is with us, and for
us, and one of us.

Lastly, be appalled at injustice. Be appalled that this created life is made
miserable by people with great wealth and great power who lift themselves
up like gods and keep people like Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and
their animals in a state of strife and want. Consider that the Creator—the
only God—joins us as a nobody in poverty, while the rich and powerful of
this world elevate themselves at the earth’s expense.



Enjoy what you have. Celebrate this life for what it is. See God’s glory in
the simplest of pleasures. Let the God who become flesh and dwells
among us reconcile you to this life that even God chose to live. Love God
with all your heart. Love yourself as God’s creature. And love your every
neighbour, even the dirt of the field, and your frustrating human neighbours,
as yourself, just as God has loved creation as Godself.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Silence for reflection

Celebrant: Let us confess our faith, as we say,
All: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Aimighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified

under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshipped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Reader: Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God,

you were before time began

and came into the world to save us.

Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness;

you shine with the Father’s love

and illumine the whole universe.

Blessed are you, Son of Mary;

born a child, you shared our humanity.

All: Let heaven and earth shout their praise.

Reader: With all the voices of heaven

we celebrate the coming of our Saviour.

All: Let heaven and earth shout their praise.

Reader: With all the creatures on earth

we sing and dance at his birth.

All: Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most high.

Reader: By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel,
hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord.
All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and
magi, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of
Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O
Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Confession and Absolution



Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Most merciful God,
All: we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant: Aimighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer Over The Gifts

Celebrant: Good and loving God,

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,

who came among the poor

to bring the riches of your grace.

As you have blessed us with your gifts,
let them be a blessing for others.

With the trees of the field,

with all earth and heaven,

we should for joy at the coming of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen




Eucharistic Prayer 5

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
for the gift of a world full of wonder,

and for our life which comes from you.

By your power you sustain the universe.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: You created us to love you with all our heart,
and to love each other as ourselves,

but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.

In Jesus, your Son,

you bring healing to our world

and gather us into one great family.
Therefore, with all who serve you

on earth and in heaven,

we praise your wonderful name, as we say,
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, loving Father,
because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us

you showed us how much you love us.

He cares for the poor and the hungry.

He suffers with the sick and the rejected.

Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back
but overcame hatred with love.

On the cross

he defeated the power of sin and death.

By raising him from the dead

you show us the power of your love

to bring new life to all your people.



All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: On the night before he gave up his life for us,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,

took bread, gave thanks to you,

broke it, and gave it to them,

saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it:

this is my body which is given for you.”

Celebrant: After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends,

and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is the cup of my blood,

the blood of the new and eternal covenant,

which is shed for you and for many,

so that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in memory of me.”

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: Gracious God,

with this bread and wine

we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus,
and we offer ourselves to you in him.

Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts,
that we may know the presence of Jesus

in the breaking of bread,

and share in the life

of the family of your children.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: Father, you call us to be your servants;
fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,

that all the world may gather in joy

at the table of your kingdom.

We sing your praise, almighty Father,
through Jesus, our Lord,

in the power of the Holy Spirit,

now and for ever.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.



Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say,

People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
All: God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Prayer After Communion

Celebrant: Radiant God,

with our eyes we have seen your salvation,

and in this meal we have feasted on your grace.
May your Word take flesh in us,

so that we may be your holy people,

revealing your glory made known to us

in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

All: Amen

Celebrant: Glory to God,

All: whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: This Christmas,
may the God of infinite goodness



scatter the darkness of sin

and brighten your hearts with holiness;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
All: Amen

Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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