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Invitation to \Worship

Opening Sentence

Celebrant: We have seen his star in the East and have come to
worship him. (Matthew 2.2)

The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us be grateful for the land on which we gather to
worship today and acknowledge it as the ancestral, unceded territory
of our neighbours the Algonquin-Anishinaabe.

All: In a spirit of reconciliation, may we always seek to respect the
history, spirituality, and culture of Indigenous Peoples and uphold
our continuing responsibility as treaty people.

Celebrant: Almighty God,

People: to you all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

God’s Plan Of Salvation

Celebrant: Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

All: who has blessed us in Christ

with all the spiritual blessings of heaven.




Celebrant: God chose us in Christ

before the world was made

All: to be holy and blameless,

and to live by his love in his presence.
Celebrant: God planned through Jesus Christ
All: to bring us to himself as his children,
Celebrant: that we might praise the glory of his grace,
All: his free gift to us in the Beloved.
Celebrant: In Christ we gain redemption;
through his blood our sins are forgiven.

All: How rich is the grace of God!

Collect Of The Day

Celebrant: Almighty and everliving God,

you revealed the incarnation of your Son

by the brilliant shining of a star.

Shine the light of your justice

in our hearts and over all lands,

and accept our lives as the treasure we offer
in your praise and for your service;

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

The Proclamation of The Word

Reader: A reading from the Book Of Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear
over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the
Lord.




The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Reader: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Give the king your justice, O God,

All: and your righteousness to the king’s son;

Reader: That he may rule your people righteously

All: and the poor with justice;

Reader: That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
All: and the little hills bring righteousness.

Reader: He shall defend the needy among the people;

All: he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
Reader: He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,

All: from one generation to another.

Reader: He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,

All: like showers that water the earth.

Reader: In his time shall the righteous flourish;

All: there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no
more.

Reader: The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,
All: and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

Reader: All kings shall bow down before him,

All: and all the nations do him service.

Reader: For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,
All: and the oppressed who has no helper.

Reader: He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;

All: he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

Reader: He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,
All: and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Reader: A reading from the Letter Of Paul to the Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a
few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and



sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.Of this
gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given to me by the working of his power. Although | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our

Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew 2:1-12

People: Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Celebrant: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him,
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd
my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down



and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

The Gospel of Christ.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily - For All Peoples

Holy God, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our
hearts be acceptable in your sight, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

| was at a Bible study back when [ first started attending an Anglican
church, and | got my first taste of how people can come to faith in
Christ by many different roads. I'd been formed in a strong Bible
believing evangelical tradition, and | was noticing how some Anglicans
had a way more complicated relationship with the Bible than I'd ever
known Christians to have. Three examples in one sitting stood out to
me, and they give some small examples of a larger point | want to
make for this season of Epiphany. It’s this; the Magi show that there
are many roads that lead to Jesus. It’s possible that some roads lead
fo Jesus even if the Spirit doesn’t make Jesus known by name to
some. But like the Magi when Jesus is found and known by name, the
road by which one finds him is not same road one takes home.

So. The Bible study leader read the account of the wise and learned
men from the east following a star to pay homage to the boy Jesus.
What stood out to me is how the leader started the discussion. He
asked what indications there might for this to be a literal account. | was
intrigued that these Christians—unlike every Christian | had known to
this point—assumed the text likely wasn'’t literal but, hey, maybe it was.
They tossed about some standard theories. Probably not one magic
star but could have been a conjunction of the planet Jupiter and
Regqgulus, which indeed happened in September of 3 BC, about when
Jesus would have been 2 or 3. So there was this room full of people
who we’re seeking the grace of Christ in their lives, but they were
coming to him by this road of assumed non-literal scripture; whereas |
was trained to assume the scriptures were always literal, and to
sometimes only cautiously look for historical evidence but without
implying there might be reason to doubt.



Okay, then, the plot thickened. This ancient man, a long retired
surgeon, in his 90’s, who really liked me, and who, as far as | could tell
was a very devout man, piped up with his posh English accent and
rebuked all the youngens in the room—in their 60s and 70s—for being
naive: “We have to considah,” he said, “as moduhns, that this text is a
work of pious mythologeh and was never intended as historeh.”

What upsidedown world was | in where the oldest and most stodgy
man in the room was also the most modern liberal skeptic in the room?
The Bible Study leader—a smart academic type—Kkinda rolled his eyes
and threw up a hand, like “yeah whatever these old modernists.” Either
way, the old surgeon’s life showed in its own way the grace of knowing
Christ, but by a different road than others in the room.

Eventually the discussion moved on. | broke my silent observation, and
said what about the text | found encouraging. At that particular time,
my closest friends were a collection of atheists, ex-Christians, and a
Muslim. | said, | find it striking that these non-Israelites discover Jesus
by their own Babylonian or Persian belief system. Then this former
evangelical preacher in the room, said, “Yes! This text used to
scandalize me!” He once was a convert-making, altar-calling, born-
again Christian preaching preacher. He and | were both discovering
that the road by which you find Jesus is not always the road he keeps
you on. The account of the Magi seems to indicate that God can make

Godself known however God so chooses, to whomever God so
chooses—even if there are not evangelists like that preacher or myself
to spread the word. | often thought that | couldn’t tell the real spiritual
difference between my Christian friends and my atheist and Muslim
friends. (To be honest, sometimes | could, but the point still stands).
Maybe Jesus was present and active in their lives in a way known to
God alone.

In the case of the Magi, God didn’t send prophets or preachers to
teach the scriptures to people dwelling in ignorance. In the case of the
Magi, God used their strange way of interpreting the movements of
stars and planets to indicate that a new King of Judah had been born.
Meanwhile, no one in Judah was looking at the night sky and thinking,
hey it says we have a new King. These wise men, who to us would
seem more like wizards than professors, show up out of nowhere and
catch King Herod off guard, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come
to pay him homage.”



N.T. Wright describes the Magi’s words as “political dynamite.”
Wealthy, sophisticated men from the far-east show up on King Herod’s
doorstep ready to pay homage to a king other than King Herod? And
apparently this new King’s birth was written in the stars? This put
Herod on edge, to say the least. Regardless, it’s a beautiful fulfillment
of is Isaiah 60: “...all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.” And
of Psalm 72: “The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.” The Magi came of their
own accord, and they came by their own way, using their own tools for
interpreting the world.

Two take aways for us, crucial messages for the season of Epiphany.
First, all who come to Jesus are led by whatever road God chooses for
them. The question concerning other religions is major now that so
many peoples and cultures live side by side. How can we believe
Jesus is the truth, the way, and the life, without condescending or
disrespecting people from other belief-systems? Here is my view, and |
welcome your own reflection on the question. It’s possible for God’s
Spirit to lead people to Jesus by means of beliefs and practices other
than those who consider themselves Christian. | don’t think we should
let go of Jesus’ claim to be the truth incarnate. But | think we can trust
him relate to people however he wills. We can trust that if God wants
for some reason to remain anonymous to someone as Jesus, God can
lead people of other religions in the way of Christ by his Spirit, if God
So chooses. But it is the confidence of the Church to take Jesus at his
word and believe in humility that he is the truth, the way, and the life—
even if his Spirit might draw some to himself by means so strange as
the Magi’s.

But—second take away—I want also to emphasize the final verse in
the text. It says, “And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.” We can
interpret “left for their own country by another road” in the figurative
sense. For those who are guided by the Holy Spirit to encounter Jesus,
not anonymously, but by name, one’s path in life changes. The Magi
aren’t told to leave their people and stay in Judah and forget everything
they once knew; they’re indeed led back to their own country. But they
go back by a different road by which they came. If you have or are
encountering Jesus by name, it’s very likely that your mind is going to
change about a few things. It’s very likely that you might form
friendships you otherwise wouldn’t. It’s very likely you might want to



pick up the Bible more often and wrestle with those words. But it’s also
the case, like the Magi, that whatever road the Spirit sends you on, it
will still lead home, to your own country, whatever that means to you.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Silence for reflection

The Apostles’ Creed

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
People: | believe in God,

the Father Almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again

to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Reader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

Reader: For all people in their daily life and work;

All: For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those
who are alone.

Reader: For this community, our country, and the world;

All: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Reader: For the just and proper use of your creation;

All: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.



Reader: For those for whom we have been asked to pray: Liesa, Willy,
Marjorie, Kelly, Louise, Zabrina, Zachariah, Randy, Deb, Richard,
Irene, Howard, Beth, Jeanette and Cheryl. For all who are in danger,
sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

All: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

Reader: Gracious God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified, send your guidance upon us as we
prepare to elect a bishop for our diocese. Grant wisdom to those
discerning a call, to those who are candidates, to Members of Synod,
and to our diocesan administrator, Bishop Michael Bird; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

All: For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth.
Reader: For Archbishop Shane Parker, Primate of Canada; Archbishop
Anne Germond, Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario,
as well as our Diocesan Partners: Communion Forest and Compass
Rose. For The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, Bishop Larry
Kochendorfer and Bishop Carla Blakley. And for the parish of Huntley
and The Reverend Bob Albert. For our bishop, and for all bishops and
other ministers:

All: For all who serve God in his Church.

Reader: For our own needs and those of others. Hear us, Lord;

All: For your mercy is great.

Reader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We will
exalt you, O God our king;

All: And praise your name for ever and ever.

Reader: We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ,
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, that they may have a
place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving kindness be upon
them:;

All: Who put their trust in you.

Reader: Gracious God,

you have heard the prayers of your faithful people;

you know our needs before we ask,

and our ignorance in asking.

Grant our requests as may be best for us.

This we ask in the name of your Son

Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.



Confession and Absolution

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners

and invites them to his table.

Let us confess our sins,

confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant: Aimighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer over the Gifts

Celebrant: Gracious God,

accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts of your people

joined in praise and thanksgiving,

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
All: Amen




Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
for the gift of a world full of wonder,

and for our life which comes from you.

By your power you sustain the universe.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: You created us to love you with all our heart,
and to love each other as ourselves,

but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.

In Jesus, your Son,
you bring healing to our world
and gather us into one great family.

Celebrant: Therefore, with all who serve you

on earth and in heaven,

we praise your wonderful name, as we say,

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, loving Father,
because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us

you showed us how much you love us.

He cares for the poor and the hungry.

He suffers with the sick and the rejected.

Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back
but overcame hatred with love.

On the cross

he defeated the power of sin and death.



By raising him from the dead

you show us the power of your love
to bring new life to all your people.
All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: On the night before he gave up his life for us,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,

took bread, gave thanks to you,

broke it, and gave it to them,

saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it:

this is my body which is given for you.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is the cup of my blood,

the blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which is shed for you and for many,

so that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in memory of me.”

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: Gracious God,

with this bread and wine

we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus,
and we offer ourselves to you in him.

Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts,
that we may know the presence of Jesus

in the breaking of bread,

and share in the life

of the family of your children.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: Father, you call us to be your servants;
fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,

that all the world may gather in joy

at the table of your kingdom.

We sing your praise, almighty Father,



through Jesus, our Lord,

in the power of the Holy Spirit,

now and for ever.

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,

People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Celebrant: We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Prayer After Communion

Celebrant: God of all the nations of the earth,
guide us with your light.

Help us to recognize Christ as he comes to us
in this eucharist and in our neighbours.

May we welcome him with love,

for he is Lord now and for ever.

All: Amen

Celebrant: Glory to God,



All: whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: This Epiphany,

may the God of infinite goodness

scatter the darkness of sin

and brighten your hearts with holiness;

and the blessing of God

all-present and all-knowing,

our Creator, our Redeemer, and our Sanctifier,
be among you and remain with you always.
All: Amen

Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.
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