LESSONS AND CAROLS
DECEMBER 28, 2025

A Bidding for Christmas

Beloved in Christ, in this season when we celebrate the birth of
Jesus, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the
message of the angels and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to
see the Son of God lying in a manger.

As we mark once more the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us
join with the song of angels and saints and make this place ring
with our carols and hymns of praise.

But first, let us remember the poverty of the birth of the Prince of
Peace, and pray for the poor, the cold, the hungry, and those
among us who find that there is no room for them at the inn. Let
us remember the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt, and pray for
the oppressed, refugees, the isolated, and those on the edges of
our society.

Let us remember that the Lord of Glory experienced the pain of
life and death, and pray for the sick, the anxious, the weary, and
the bereaved.

And remembering the promise that God shall reign for ever and
ever, let us pray for the rulers of the nations, for peace and justice
on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church, that we may be
a sign that God’s rule on earth has already begun. With joy in our
hearts, let us hear again the story of the birth of Christ, and join
with Mary and Joseph, with shepherds and magi and with all our
forebears in faith in offering our worship.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Creating God, you call us to live in harmony with nature, with one
another, and with you. Now fix our eyes upon the one in whom
your purpose for our world has been revealed, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever.

All: Amen.

#118 O Come All Ye Faithful
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,




O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem;

come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain: O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2 God of God, Light of Light,

lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;

very God, begotten not created: [Refrain]

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

glory to God, glory in the highest:

Refrain: O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

4 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain

Isaiah 40: 1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double
for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All people
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not
fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord




God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

God of freedom; give the strength of hope to those who suffer
oppression in body, mind, or human dignity. Let them hear the
vanguard of your coming grab and give them the wholeness you
intend for all your children. We ask this in the name of your
Servant, Jesus Christ, the sign of your presence and the pioneer
of our salvation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

#146 'Twas In The Moon Of Wintertime or The Huron Carol
1 "Twas in the moon of wintertime

when all the birds had fled

that mighty Gitchi Manitou

sent angel choirs instead

before their light the stars grew dim

and wondering hunters heard the hymn:

Jesus, your King, is born, Jesus is born,

in excelsis gloria!

2 Within a lodge of broken bark,

the tender Babe was found

a ragged robe of rabbit skin

enwrapped His beauty round

But as the hunter braves drew nigh,

the angel song rang loud and high:

Jesus, your King, is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria!

3 The earliest moon of wintertime

is not so round and fair

as was the ring of glory on

the helpless infant there.

The chiefs from far behind him knelt



With gifts of fox and beaver-pelt.
Jesus, your King, is born,Jesus is born,
in excelsis gloria!

4 O children of the forest free,

beloved of Manitou

the Holy Child of earth and heaven

is born today for you.

Come, kneel before the radiant Boy

who brings you beauty, peace and joy:
Jesus, your King, is born, Jesus is born,
in excelsis gloria!

Isaiah 7: 10-15

Again, the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of the Lord
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven’. But Ahaz
said, ‘| will not ask, and | will not put the Lord to the test.” Then
Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son and shall name him Emmanuel. He shall eat
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

God of hope; look upon those who live with despair as their
companion. Give them signs of your healing presence and of your
eternal purpose of

salvation. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

#123 Once In Royal David’s City
1 Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed.

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.




2 He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable,

and his cradle was a stall.

With the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3 Not in that poor lowly stable,

with the oxen standing by,

we shall see him, but in heaven,

set at God's right hand on high,
when, like stars, his children crowned
all in white shall gather round.

Luke 1: 5-25

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife
was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of
them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to
all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had
no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting
on in years. Once when he was serving as priest before God and
his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the
custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and
offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole
assembly of the people was praying outside.

Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the
right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he
was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him
John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit. Hewill turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How




will | know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my wife is
getting on in years.” The angel replied, “| am Gabriel. | stand in
the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to
bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondered
at his delay in the sanctuary.

When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they
realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time
of service was ended, he went to his home. After those days, his
wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when
he looked favourably on me and took away the disgrace | have
endured among my people.”

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare
your people to welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and
stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that
when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand
with confidence before his glory; who is alive and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen.

#120 O Little Town Of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep



their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.

3 How silently, how silently,

the wondrous Gift is given

as love imparts to human hearts

the blessings of God's heaven!

No ear may hear his coming

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.

Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one!
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David.

He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since | am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will




come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then
Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known
the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel
to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to
the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen.

#137 What Child Is This

1 What Child is this, who, laid to rest,

On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
Chorus: This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Chorus: This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him.

The King of kings salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.[Chorus]



Luke 1: 57-80

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to
a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth
day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to
name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and
said, “No! He is to be called John.” They said to her, “There is no
one among your relatives who has that name.” Then they made
signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the
child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s
astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his
mouth was opened, and his tongue set free, and he began to
speak, praising God.

All the neighbours were filled with awe, and throughout the hill
country of Judea people were talking about all these things.
Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is
this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. His
father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to
his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a horn of
salvation for us in the house of his servant David as he said
through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us— to show mercy to
our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he
swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness
and righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will
be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the
Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge
of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the
tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us
from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” And
the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the
wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the
coming of your Son and to prepare his way. Give your people
wisdom to see your purpose, and openness to hear your will, that



we too may witness to Christ’'s coming and so prepare his way;
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen.

#139 The First Noel

1 The first nowell the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east beyond them far,

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]

3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest,

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest,

and there it did both stop and stay

right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain]

5 Then entered in those wise men three,
full reverently upon their knee,

and offered there in his presence

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.



6 Then let us all with one accord

sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

who has made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood salvation bought. [Refrain]

Luke 2: 1—-20

In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid;
for see—I| am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who
is the Messiah the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So, they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.




Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy
Child of Bethlehem, may the light of faith illumine our hearts and
shine in our words and deeds; through him who is Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

All: Amen.

#153 Good Christians All, Rejoice
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ was born today.
Ox and ass before him bow,

and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

2 Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
Hear the news of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blessed for evermore.
Christ was born for this!

Christ was born for this!

3 Good Christian all, rejoice

with heart and soul and voice;
now you need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Come at his most gracious call
to find salvation, one and all.
Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!

John 1: 1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things




were made through him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that
allmight believe through him. He was not the light but came to
bear witness to the light.

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his
own people received him not. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God;
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father.

John bore witness to him, and cried, “This was he of whom | said,
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.”
And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Eternal Wisdom, creating, ordering, and saving, we give you
thanks that we have seen you in the selfless love of Jesus Christ.
Now reign within our minds and hearts, and mobilize our will, that
by your power and through our hands this world may be re- made
to be the garden and the city of your glory. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ.

All: Amen.

#138 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic hosts proclaim,




"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King."

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;

late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail, the incarnate Deity,

pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King."

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings,

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise each child of earth,

born to give us second birth.

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King."

Incarnation Litany

Reader: In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the
universe, by the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by
the angel, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord.
All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the birth in time of your timeless Son, hear us, O Lord.
All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the manifestation of your radiant glory to the
shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.




Reader: By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and
Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan,
hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Reader: Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the
kingdom of our Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord.

All: Lord, grant us peace.

Collect

Celebrant: Eternal Father, we give thanks for your

incarnate Son, whose name is our salvation. Plant in every heart,
we pray, the love of him who is the Saviour of the world, our Lord
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, in glory everlasting.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: With joy in our hearts, let us gather our prayers in the
words our Saviour taught us.

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
Celebrant: May the God of infinite goodness

scatter all sin and brighten our hearts with holiness;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among us and remain with us always.

All: Amen.



#154 Joy to the World

1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come:

let earth receive the King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2 Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns:

let us glad songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let wrongs and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow

far as our sin is found,

far as our sin is found,

far as, far as our sin is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Dismissal
Celebrant: "Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the lord"
All: Thanks be to God.



